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Non-profit Procures $150,000 in equipment and supplies to build new kitchen for women’s shelter

Cooking Up Better Lives Partners With Houston Food Bank And The Bridge Over Troubled Waters For Historic Donation

DENVER – Cooking Up Better Lives has chosen Houston as the site of its inaugural “Better Lives Makeover” – a complete procurement, design and install of a new kitchen for a local non-profit agency. Since the initial nomination was submitted by Houston Food Bank to Cooking Up Better Lives, more than $150,000 in equipment and supplies has been secured for The Bridge’s new women and children’s shelter, slated to open in Spring 2011. The new kitchen will make it possible to serve more than 200,000 meals annually, up from 137,000 in the current facility. 

The announcement will be made Monday, October 25, 2:00 p.m. at the San Jacinto Harley-Davidson dealership in Pasadena, Texas. Harley-Davidson riders and Houston Texan cheerleaders will be on hand to collect and deliver non-perishable food and supplies to The Bridge following the event.

Such a makeover is believed to be the first nationwide collaborative of restaurant equipment and supply vendors and dealers at this level. 

“We see the hearts and hands of Houston residents every day as we collect food and other product,” said Brian Greene, CEO of the Houston Food Bank. “Rarely does an organization get the benefit from something as transformative of an entire industry donating its product to improve one agency.” 

The Better Lives Makeover call for nominations was distributed nationwide in 2009 looking for a non-profit in need of a remodel or full build. Greater Houston Restaurant Association executive Mike Shine forwarded the selection criteria to the Houston Food Bank, who nominated The Bridge, one of its agencies. 
“The restaurateurs have long been supporters of food banks, shelters, and other causes in our communities,” said Randy Brunschwig, founder and president of Cooking Up Better Lives. “Cooking Up Better Lives is pleased that the equipment and supply community - manufacturers and distributors - who partner with these restaurants to deliver foodservice solutions are now making such a difference as well.”
(more)

The Bridge began in 1978 with a handful of dedicated volunteers and an emergency shelter that had a capacity for just six families. Today, The Bridge is a comprehensive crisis center that empowers individuals to break cycles of violence and homelessness and rebuild their lives. 

“The foundation, individual and corporate communities have made building a new Bridge possible,” said Debbie Moseley, executive director at The Bridge. “I felt as though Santa walked through the door when we got the call that Cooking Up Better Lives wanted to help us design, procure and install our new kitchen.” 
The kitchen serves more than 137,000 meals each year to shelter residents and to children in The Bridge’s permanent housing childcare. In this economy, the need for emergency shelter is so great that each year since 1998, The Bridge housed over 800 women and children, but still had to turn away 810 more.
“It seemed like a no brainer,” said William McBride, owner of Hangman Corporation and the local restaurant equipment dealer who has spearheaded the coordination of the donations. “It takes just one tour of the facility to see the importance of a nutritious and safe meal for the families, especially the kids.” 

More than 20 companies donated equipment and supplies to help complete the kitchen and save The Bridge more than $150,000 in capital costs: Captive-Aire Systems, Carlisle FoodService Products, Continental Refrigerator, Edlund Company, Inc., Excell Marketing and Procurement, FirstBank of Colorado, Focus Foodservice, Hangman Corporation, Hoshizaki America, Houston Food Bank, Howard-McCray, Insinger Machines, John Boos Company, Krowne Metal Corporation, Nexel Industries, Inc., Nor-Lake, Inc., Olympic Restaurant Equipment, Inc., SupremeMetal, Southbend and Wholesale Restaurant Supply.

“Given the current economic conditions, it has never been more important for foodservice professionals to give back through support of Cooking Up Better Lives and donation of first-rate restaurant equipment and supplies,” said Ray Merenstein, executive director of Cooking Up Better Lives. “There are too many human service needs in our communities now to ignore the kind of impact we, as an industry, can have.”

Cooking Up Better Lives (formerly The Excell Foundation) was formed to create a new level of social responsibility and community fulfillment in the foodservice industry by arranging no- or low-cost donations of kitchen equipment and supplies to shelters, schools, hospitals, group homes, orphanages and other worthy organizations.  For details visit www.cookingupbetterlives.org.
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